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Child Abuse Cases

Some of the most difficult criminal cases to
investigate and prosecute are those involving
the physical and/or sexual abuse of children,
sometimes as young as two or three, because
many times the only witnesses are the victim and
the perpetrator. Therefore, one of the key pieces
of evidence in a child abuse case is the initial
interview of the child victim.

It is vital that these initial interviews be
conducted by investigators who are trained in
forensic interviewing techniques so that the
integrity of any disclosures be maintained. Often
times, perpetrators will question the method
of the interview process to discredit the child's
statement, thus necessitating the need for
interviews to be conducted using accepted
forensic methods. Moreover, to limit trauma to
the child victim, it is always preferable to conduct
only one appropriately formatted interview.

To this end, Michael’s House, established in
honor of child victim Michael Wasserman, was
opened in 2005. Michael’s House provides a child
friendly environment in which these sensitive
interviews can be conducted and recorded with
elaborate video equipment. In the past, it was
typical for children to meet investigators in the
sterile atmosphere of a police precinct and be
exposed to surroundings which did nothing but
amplify the horrible experience of being a child
victim of abuse. In providing this child friendly
environment at Michael’s House, children are
More at ease in discussing abuse that may have
occurred.
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Goals

Minimize the trauma these crimes and the
subsequent court proceedings inflict on the
child victim and family members in their support
group.

Increase the likelihood of conviction of the
perpetrators for these offenses.

Provide support for the child victims and family.
members in their support group through
immediate follow-up professional counseling
and medical services.

Ensure that perpetrators face realistic
consequences for their crimes, together with
mandatory treatment when appropriate.

Encourage and promote prompt resolution of
these cases, giving due consideration to the q
rights of the accused.
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A Vision Becomes Reality

2002 - Erie County was the recipient of a
grant from Ohio Attorney General to receive
funding to purchase a culpascope.

2004 - SANE (Sexual Assault Nurse
Examiners) was established to conduct
pediatric assessments of victims.

2004 - A Federal grant was awarded in
the amount of $25,000 from the National
Children’s Alliance.

2005 - In January, property is secured at 203
West Madison Street and will eventually
become the site of Michael’s House.

2005 - “Friends of Michael's House”
was established as a non-profit board of
community members.

Today - Michael’s House serves more than
100 victims annually.
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For more information, please contact:

Kevin Baxter
Erie County Prosecutor
419-627-7697

Tax deductible financial contributions
can be mailed to:

Friends of Michael’s House
c/o Kevin Baxter, Prosecutor
247 Columbus Ave., Suite 319
Sandusky, Ohio 44870

Michael’s House
203 West Madison Street
Sandusky, Ohio 44870

Michael Wasserman
March 30, 1986 - January 20, 1990

At age three, Michael Wasserman was an innocent, loving
child with a future full of hope. He ran and played and
had the potential to fill the world with joy. Tragically his
life was cut short when he was murdered by his mother’s
live-in boyfriend.

The autopsy report and expert medical testimony at
trial established that Michael suffered scalding burns to
his lower extremities as well as numerous bruises and
abrasion over his tiny body. After suffering for three to
five days with these injuries left untreated, Michael died
of sepsis (blood poisoning).

All those associated with this case, including paramedics,
trauma nurses, and law enforcement, were traumatized
and forever changed as a result of this tragic case.
Reports covering the investigation and trial literally
shocked the conscience of the community.

The boyfriend was convicted of murder and remains in
prison. Michael's mother was convicted of numerous
felony offenses including manslaughter and spent fifteen
years in prison.

Judge James McMonagle, visiting Judge from Cuyahoga
County, said it best while sentencing Michael’s mother:

“It amazes me that your child died totally alone. The
system failed Michael and there is nothing | can do about
that now other than to say may he rest in peace. Justice
cries out for punishment in this case as loud as your child
cried out in the last days of his life.”

The system failure that Judge McMonagle was referring
to was the fact that Michael was removed from the home
less than five months before he was murdered because
the same live-in boyfriend was suspected of abusing
Michael. Inexplicably, Michael was placed back in the
home where he suffered an unimaginably painful death
just three weeks later.

A failure of the system can never happen again! To
that end, the Erie County Child Advocacy Center
was established and it is called “MICHAEL'S HOUSE.”




